FY20 thread Annual Report
Child Care is No Small Matter

From the CEO
At thread, we’ve always known that early childhood education is “No Small
Matter.” Events over the past year have brought to light just how critical child
care is as an infrastructure support for Alaska’s working families and economy.
Prior to the pandemic, thread had increased efforts to shift Alaska’s child care
conversation towards long-term change in support of families having access
to affordable, quality child care. In October 2019, more than 150 people
attended thread’s third Economic Impact Summit on Early Care & Learning
where we shared the latest research and stories, and engaged in design
thinking around the issues of child care. One highlight of the Summit was the Anchorage debut of the
national child care film “No Small Matter,” along with keynote sessions with the filmmakers to spark
local engagement on the issue.
When COVID-19 disrupted the daily lives of all Alaskans in early 2020, thread was honored to be in
a position to advocate for, and support the early childhood education sector and families due to our
work in previous years. As communities moved into lock down, most child care programs stayed open
caring for children of first responders, healthcare workers, and others. Since the onset, Alaska’s early
childhood education sector has embraced the unknown, adapting to rapidly changing conditions, and
finding creative solutions to evolving challenges.
In this annual report you’ll discover how thread not only celebrated and supported our critical early
childhood education sector, but how child care is still “No Small Matter” and remains our focus today.
Child care programs are still struggling through COVID, and Alaska’s economic recovery depends on
these businesses being there for families on the other side of the pandemic.
This past year has been memorable, but together we are making it through. Our hope is that you
continue to join us in this imperative work.
Thank you for your partnership in supporting Alaska’s early childhood education sector.

Our Impact
Supporting Families

Supporting Child Care Programs & Early Childhood Educators

TOTAL TRAINEES RECEIVED 975 HOURS OF TRAINING STATEWIDE

TOTAL SUPPORT FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRAM QUALITY IMPROVEMENT

COVID-19 Support

TOTAL AWARDED TO PROGRAMS THROUGH A COVID-19 QUALITY INITIATIVE
thread’s COVID-19 Quality Initiative was supported by the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS), the
Department of Education and Early Development (DEED), the Rasmuson Foundation, and the Mat-Su Health Foundation.

Engaging the Community

•

No Small Matter: A Summit on the Economic Impact of Early Care and Learning in Alaska: 150+
policymakers, business leaders, and members of the early childhood education community attended. Plus,
300 movie goers joined thread and the filmmakers at the Anchorage premiere of the film No Small Matter.

•

thread’s 13th annual Book Party in the Park: provided over 7,000 free books to children in Anchorage.

•

thread Awards: recognized AnneMarie Mattacchione, recipient of the 2020 Cindy Harrington Heart &
Mind Award, and Carousel Child Care Center and Denali Preschool and Learning Center, recipients of the
2020 Program Quality Improvement of the Year Award.

TOTAL SPONSORSHIPS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCES & EVENTS

Year in Review
The highlights below show how through adversity, thread continued to empower parents, support child
care professionals and programs, and collaborate with Alaska’s communities.
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“Throughout the pandemic, thread has continued to step up to the plate, whether it be
reaching out to programs to see if we are in need of anything, sending weekly emails with
resource links, to now this financial assistance.”
– Owner, Family Child Care Business, Cordova

Financial Position
Activity Summary

Statement of Financial Position (June 30, 2020)

To request the full FY20 audited financial statements, please contact thread.

Donors & Supporters, We’re Grateful!
We are grateful to the many individuals, foundations and businesses who supported our efforts this year!

In-Kind Supporters
Thanks to these local businesses for supporting thread with their services and time.
Alaska Airlines
Alaska Public Media
GCI
University of Alaska Center for Economic Development

Individual Supporters
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) Supporters
Pick.Click.Give. Supporters
United Way Campaign Supporters
Amazon Smiles
Individual/Anonymous Supporters
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About Us
thread is Alaska’s Child Care Resource and Referral Network offering services to families, early
childhood educators, early childhood education programs, and communities statewide. The Network
consists of three sister organizations who deliver the services throughout the state—thread; AEYC-SEA;
and Thrivalaska.

Our Vision
That all early childhood education is accessible, affordable, and high-quality to support positive
outcomes for children and families.

Our Core Values
•
•
•
•
•

Empowerment
Access
Child Care Professionalism
Children’s Rights
Entrepreneurial Incubator
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Learn more about thread’s Board of Directors at www.threadalaska.org/board.

